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She next sent her agents everywhere to corrupt the loyjilty
of those Maralha chiefs who had adhered to Shivaji. She
urged the chiefs to make themselves independent or even
join the Moghuls rather than serve under the banner of a
proclaimed impostor, Her advice fell on willing earsA So
long as the Moghuls threatened their independence, the
Maratha chiefs willingly combined against them under the
leadership of Tarabai or Rajaram. But the Moghul clangor
had past. The emperor and Shahu were friends. Of the
two servioew that of the ompcror offered more attractions.
Military distinction could inoro easily bo won on Ihu far
flung Moghul front than in the narrow Decean. Moreover,
the captains who served tho emperor wore in their own
fiefs independent princes. Shivaji and his successors'
hitherto had given their nobles grants of money rather
than assignments of land. This rule had no doubt boon
relaxed utter the groat King's death, but it still held good
and Shahu, firmly seated on the throne, would no doubt
enforce it. Tho first to join the imperial service was
Nemaji Sindia. During Tarnbai's regency he had established
himself in Central India or MalwaJ. On tho death of
Aurantfzib, Znlfihar Khan had won him over to the cause
of BahurUir Sluih and he had aided Zulfikar Khan in the
battle, wherein fell tho unhnppy Kam Baksh, flis services
were handsomely rewarded and he wns made a commander
of 7,000 horse, while high posts were also bestowed on his
sons and grandsons. Other chiefs proclaimed themselvevS
independent The most notable of these was the Maratha
Admiral Kanboji Angre of whom a full account will bo
given hereafter. A Brahman named Krislmarao established
himself near the groat temple of ftumlar Mahadov, at
Khatav, a town less than twenty miles from Saturn, After
tho capture and execution of Shivaji's son Sambhnji,
KriBhnarao had joined the Moghul cause and had received
from the emperor the title of Maharaja and as fief or jagir
the pargana or district of Khatavf. During tho siego of